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BOOK PROJECT 

Best Practices in Smart Cities and their impact on Quality of Life 
Edited by Profs. Carlos Smaniotto Costa and José Luis Vázquez 

 

Description: The multidisciplinary fields coming together in the development of smart and 
sustainable cities add to our understanding of new ways for improving the quality of life of 
individuals, organisations, and society as a whole. Researchers in these fields are continuously 
discovering knowledge for the end goal of helping people to live healthy, productive lives in 
safe, nurturing communities. 

 

This book will consist of two parts. The first part (rationale) will contain literature reviews, 
conceptual papers and empirical studies pertaining to research and theory thus aiming 
discussion on theoretical approaches and background on the state-of-the-art and future 
challenges in the concerned fields (analyses of current and future challenges of smart cities 
along with the contribution of ICT & public spaces; ICT, technological innovation, divide; the 
role of public spaces; exploring new perspectives). The second part (portfolio) will emphasize 
applied research, consisting of readings of best practices, applied experiments, success 
histories, interesting examples, and lighthouse projects. 

 

Proposed topics include but are not limited to: 

1. Smart Cities & Quality of Life 
1.1 Rationale – theoretical approach 

1.2 Portfolio  

2. People & ICT & Quality of Life 
2.1 Rationale – theoretical approach 

2.2 Citizens empowerment  

2.3 The role of Social media 

2.4 Portfolio 

3. Public Open Spaces & Quality of Life 
3.1 Rationale – theoretical approach 

3.2 The role/values of public spaces  

3.3 Policies, politics for inclusive urban spaces 

3.4 Portfolio 

4. ICT & Smart Cities & Quality of Life 
4.1 Rationale – theoretical approach 

4.2 Digital research methodologies  

4.3 Portfolio 

 

Target audience: The book is intended for academics (as useful background on the state-of-
the-art and theoretical developments for university classrooms or seminars) as well as 
practitioners and policymakers (as practical handbook manual for planning purposes and 
providing relevant information and insights to orientate policy design). 

 

Publisher: This book will be part of Springer’s Wellbeing and Quality-of-Life Series (Applying 
Quality of Life Research: Best Practices) appearing in 2016. An example is available online at 
http://www.springer.com/social+sciences/wellbeing+%26+quality-of-life/book/978-94-007-
5877-3. 

http://www.springer.com/social+sciences/wellbeing+%26+quality-of-life/book/978-94-007-5877-3
http://www.springer.com/social+sciences/wellbeing+%26+quality-of-life/book/978-94-007-5877-3
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- CALL FOR BOOK CHAPTERS - 

Best Practices in Smart Cities and their impact on Quality of Life 
Edited by Profs. Carlos Smaniotto Costa and José Luis Vázquez 

 

We kindly encourage the members of the CyberParks Project to contribute with manuscripts 
to this proposal. Specifically, contributions by at least 2 authors from different 
countries/backgrounds will be highly welcome. As you know, in the Smart field best results are 
achieved when different (i.e. interdisciplinary) backgrounds/approaches are combined in order 
to achieve the intended goals. 

Manuscript length: approximately 5,000 to 6,000 words (around 20 to 25 double-spaced 
pages). 

 

If you are interested in participating, please let us know the following as soon as possible 
(deadline: November 30th, 2015): 

1. Authors and their affiliation. 

2. Working title of the proposed chapter. 

3. Abstract up to 300-400 words. 

Please specify how your manuscript contributes towards advancing the state-of-the-
art, used methodology and how it fits into the concerned topic, or/and describe the 
reasons for proposed case study/example(s) (lighthouse projects). 

4. Keywords (up to 5). 

5. An overview idea (if case of feeling it as particularly relevant or, specifically in case of 
special requirements) on graphical elements along the text (such as black and white 
or colour photographs, line drawings, tables, figures...). 

 


